It is unquestionable that at many boards the test of a student's knowledge is most unfair; in some cases there is not a sufficient scrutiny exercissd by the examiner, while in others too much severity is shown. We may look, therefore, to the supervision of the Council as a means of producing a uniformity of examination, and the foundation of a just means of determining a student's acquaintance with his profession. Drs The new Pharmacopseia is already in the press, and may be expected to appear early in 1866. It will form a neat octavo volume, and will, it is hoped, be an immense improvement upon the last melancholy abortion. Much confidence is placed in the judicious superintendence of Messrs. Warrington and Redwood, but we fancy that, unless the " proof " sheets are submitted to the perusal of a competent chemist and pharmaceutist, the Council is not unlikely, in this case, as in the former one, to suffer from " miscarriage."
A great deal of the alarm, "which sprung up about six weeks ago on the appearance of cholera, has subsided. A good many deaths occurred at Southampton, and a horrible destruction of an entire family took place at Epping ; but beyond these and one or two deaths in London, the epidemic has done very little. Meanwhile the subject continues to attract the attention of the profession, who, as a body, may be said to adopt the late Dr. Snow's theory of the contagiousness of cholera through the medium of particles of the intestinal discharges conveyed by water.
Dr. Chapman, who has adopted Brown-S equard's theory regarding the vaso-motor nerves, has been trying his ice-bags upon the cholera patients, and has even been lecturing in Paris upon this remedy ; but, from what We have been able to learn, his percentage of successful cases is not larger than that of the hundred other practitioners who have suggested sulphur, arsenic, copper, sulphuric acid, &c., &c., as specifics.
In the case of the deaths at Epping, investigation showed that the family had been drinking water from a well which communicated with the water-closet, and which Dr. Letheby's analysis proved to contain sulphuretted hydrogen and organic matter in considerable proportions. As The result of the sensation created by the spread ana destructiveness of the epidemic, was the formation of a Royal Commission appointed to enquire into the nature of the disease, and to report upon the best means of staying its progress. As usual in matters relating to health, education, and so forth, the Government tried to display a miserable economy by offering a wretchedly small sum to defray the expenses of the Commissioners and appealing to the " public spirit" of the profession as a sufficient stimulus to exertion. So degrading a measure would not have been suggested in any other country in Europe, and we are happy to record that the determined resistance of the profession compelled the Government to place a sum at the disposal of the Commissioners, which will at least enable them to meet th j necessary expenditure, and in some measure compensate them for the time expended in the enquiry. The We hear no more of the yellow fever which was rife enough recently at Swansea. A vessel, the Hccla, arriving from the "West Indies, is believed to have introduced the disease: one of her crew having died of yellow fever the day after the vessel entered the port. In all probability, the intense.temperature of the season had much to do with the propagation of the plague; but be that as it may, yellow fever spread from the ship to the town, and raged in its purest type among the crowded population in the vicinity. 
